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Á .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ мфрлΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ уллΣллл ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ

Á Like many major U.S. cities, Boston experienced significant decline in the post-²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL ŜǊŀΦ .ȅ мфулΣ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧell to 
under 563,000 residents

Á {ƛƴŎŜ мфулΣ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŜǿ ōȅ му҈Σ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ нлмл /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфтл ǘƘŀǘ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
exceeded 600,000 people



ÁThe population growth between 2000 and 2010 (4.8%) marks the first time in the last one hundred years that the population of 
Boston grew faster than that of the state (3.1%)
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5Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1910-2010 U.S. Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis
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BPDA population projection methodology yields a 
projected Boston population of 723,500 in 2030 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1900-2010 Decennial Census, 2010-2030 Population Projections, BPDA Research Division Analysis
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Á Since 1970, the foreign-ōƻǊƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅΣ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ

Á CǊƻƳ мфул ǘƻ нлллΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ-born population

Á Since 2000, both the foreign-born and native-born populations have been growing
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Á.ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ White population decreased from 80% of the population in 1970 to 47% in 2010

Á¢ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎκ[ŀǘƛƴƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ о҈ ƛƴ мфтл ǘƻ му҈ ƻŦ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 2010

ÁThe African American population shifted from 16% of the population in 1970 to 22% of the population in 2010

ÁIƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ǘƻ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

9Note: 2000 was the first year the Census compiled data on individuals who identified themselves as multiracial. Those who indicaǘŜŘ άǘǿƻ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŀŎŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ άhǘƘŜǊέ ƛƴ нллл ŀƴŘ нлмл ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǊǘΦ
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970 -2010 U.S. Decennial Census, 2015 American Community Survey, BPDA Research Division Analysis
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RACIAL DIVERSITY

ÁThe Racial Diversity Index calculates the likelihood 
that two people randomly chosen from a 
geographic area are from a different racial or ethnic 
group

ÁRacial diversity by census tract increased 
dramatically in most of Boston from 1970 to 2010

ÁIn the maps, yellow represents census tracts with 
low racial diversity index scores, while red 
represents census tracts with high racial diversity  

10
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970 - 2010 U.S. Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis 



BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN 
POPULATION

ÁIn 1970, the Black/African American 
population was largely concentrated in the 
neighborhoods of Roxbury and parts of 
Dorchester and Mattapan (tracts colored 
red in the maps at right)

ÁIn 2010 that concentration was still evident, 
although the Black/African American 
population had increased throughout 
Dorchester, Mattapan, and Hyde Park

11Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970 - 2010 U.S. Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis 



HISPANIC POPULATION
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970-2010 U.S. Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis 

Á The Hispanic population has grown 
significantly since 1970 with large 
communities with large communities 
forming in East Boston and Jamaica Plain 
(colored red in maps at right)



FOREIGN BORN 
POPULATION

ÁThe percentage of the population that is foreign-
born has increased in most census tracts in 
Boston since 1970

ÁIn the maps at right, yellow census tracts have a 
foreign-born population of less than 10%

ÁIn the red census tracts, foreign-born residents 
make up more than 60% of the population

13Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970-2010 U.S. Decennial Census, BPDA Research Division Analysis 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 1-year American Community Survey, BPDA Research Division Analysis 
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Á .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ-born population comes from more than 100 countries. The largest foreign born populations in Boston are 
Chinese, Dominican, and Haitian
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ÁThe proportion of Bostonians with a bachelorɅs degree or higher rose every decade from 6.4% in 1950 to 42.5% in 2010 (43.9% in 2013 according to ACS 
data )

ÁThe percentage of Bostonians with a high school diploma or some college has remained relatively stable since 1970 at around 4 0-45% of the population

ÁThe percentage without a high school education fell from 53.9% in 1950 to 15.7% in 2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1950 ɀ2010 U.S. Decennial Census, 2013 1-Year American Community Survey, BPDA 
Research Division Analysis 
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ÁBostonɅs population is more educated than the national average, with 43.9% of residents holding a BachelorɅs 
degree or higher, compared to just 28.8% nationwide

ÁBoston is the 8 th most educated city among a list of comparable cities. The Greater Boston area ranks even 
higher, at 4th among major metropolitan areas, in BA share

17

City
Percent with atLeast a BA,

City City Rank
Percent with at Leasta BA, 

Metro Area Metro Area Rank

Seattle, WA 57.4% 1 38.0% 9

Washington, DC 52.4% 3 47.9% 1

San Francisco, CA 52.4% 2 44.5% 3

Raleigh, NC 47.5% 4 42.2% 5

Atlanta, GA 46.8% 5 34.9% 12

Minneapolis, MN 45.7% 6 38.4% 8

Austin, TX 45.6% 7 40.6% 6

Boston, MA 43.9% 8 43.4% 4

Portland, OR 43.8% 9 34.5% 15

Denver, CO 42.9% 10 39.2% 7

San Diego, CA 41.7% 11 34.6% 14

Charlotte, NC 39.8% 12 30.6% 20

San Jose, CA 37.4% 13 45.7% 2

Pittsburgh, PA 35.5% 14 29.9% 21

New York, NY 34.5% 15 36.5% 10

Chicago, IL 34.2% 16 34.6% 13

Los Angeles, CA 31.1% 17 31.4% 18

St. Louis, MO 29.6% 18 30.9% 19

Dallas, TX 29.4% 19 31.7% 17

Houston, TX 29.2% 20 29.4% 22

Baltimore, MD 26.8% 21 36.0% 11

Phoenix, AZ 26.3% 22 28.7% 24

Philadelphia, PA 23.9% 23 33.6% 16

Miami, FL 23.1% 24 28.9% 23

Detroit, MI 12.7% 25 28.1% 25
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey, BRA Research Division Analysis 

Educational Attainment for Comparison Cities
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BUT SIGNIFICANT DISPARITIES EXIST ACROSS THE CITY

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey, BPDA Research Division Analysis


